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MAJOR PAYERS ADOPT
ASBMT STANDARDIZED RFI
A majority of major national health
plans are using the ASBMT standard-
ized Request for Information (RFI)
forms that were introduced in Janu-
ary of this year.
Among the companies adopting
and using the forms are:
• Aetna
• Cigna
• Coventry
• Allianze/Life Trac
• FirstHealth
• Health Partners
• Health Net
• Interlink
• Kaiser Permanente
• Multiplan
• PacificCare
• Wellpoint/Unicare
Others such as Blue Shield of Cali-
fornia have made minor modifica-
tions to the form to gather additional
specific data. Still others such as Hu-
mana have not adopted the stan-
dardized RFI but say that they will
accept it when submitted by trans-
plant centers.
“Prior to your RFI we used an internal
document, and it was not as complete
or as well done. Bravo!” wrote Anita
Magovac, national transplant coordina-
tor for Multiplan. “Thanks for all your
hard work!” wrote Andrea Rosen, direc-
tor of provider networks for FirstHealth.
The interactive forms can be
viewed and downloaded from the
ASBMT Web site. Click on “BMT Cen-
ter Management” on the home page
at www.asbmt.org.
“Until January this year, every payer
had its own forms for collecting trans-
plant center statistics and outcomes
data. Wide variability and inconsis-
tency were par for the question-
naires,” said Patrick Stiff, MD, chair of
the ASBMT Committee on Standard-
ized Outcomes Reporting and RFIs. “It
seemed that as soon as work was
completed on one set of forms, an-
other set would come in the door.
The new standardized RFI gives trans-
plant centers and payers a single set
of forms that reduces the administra-
tive burden and enhances reporting
accuracy,” he said.
Nearly two years in development,
the new standardized RFI reflects ex-
tensive input from transplant center
directors and administrators, as well as
counsel from payer representatives.
“We expect to be updating the
forms annually and will be working
on Version 2.0 this fall,” said Peggy
Appel, vice chair of the ASBMT com-
mittee. “Feedback from transplant
center directors and administrators is
welcome and encouraged to assure
the continued success of the program.”
Comments and recommendations
for the next edition of the RFI can be
sent to appelp@ohsu.edu.
DEADLINE IS DEC. 1 FOR TWO
NEW INVESTIGATOR AWARDS
ASBMT is accepting applications
for two new investigator awards
through Dec. 1
• ASBMT/ESP Pharma New Investiga-
tor Award
• ASBMT/Fujisawa New Investigator
Award
Both awards are $25,000 per year
for up to two years.
The award that is supported by an
unrestricted educational grant from
ESP Pharma, Inc., is a newly launched
program to encourage clinical and
laboratory research by young investi-
gators in the field of blood and mar-
row transplantation.
The award made possible by an
unrestricted educational grant from
Fujisawa Healthcare, Inc., is now in
its fifth year.
Applicants must be at the junior
faculty level (instructor or assistant
professor) and be an ASBMT member
or sponsored by an ASBMT member.
Applications are available on the
ASBMT Web site. Applications for either
award will be considered for both.
The awards will be presented at
the 2004 Tandem BMT Meetings,
Feb. 13–17, in Orlando.
ASBMT MEMBERSHIP FEE WAIVED
THROUGHOUT 2004 FOR TRAINEES
Postdoctoral fellows and physi-
cians-in-training for blood and mar-
row transplantation are eligible for
free ASBMT membership throughout
2004.
Through mid-October, 84 trainees
had taken advantage of the free ASBMT
membership—a program made pos-
sible by an unrestricted educational
grant from SuperGen, Inc. Because of
its popularity, the free membership
program has been extended through
the end of this year. Any trainees ap-
plying for 2004 membership will not
be required to pay 2004 dues, which
usually are $75 for trainees.
Included in ASBMT membership is a
subscription to the Society’s monthly
peer-reviewed journal, Biology of
Blood and Marrow Transplantation,
and the quarterly bulletin, Blood
and Marrow Transplantation Reviews.
Among other membership benefits is
reduced member-rate registration at
the Tandem BMT Meetings.
Membership applications are avail-
able from the ASBMT Executive Office
or can be downloaded from the
ASBMT Web site www.asbmt.org.
Click “Membership Application” on
the home page.
ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN
FOR TANDEM BMT MEETINGS
Registration is open for the 2004
Tandem BMT Meetings that will be
held Feb. 13–17 at the Coronado
Springs Resort in Orlando.
Visit the ASBMT Web site www.
asbmt.org for both online registra-
tion and information about lodging.
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